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A Statement about COVID-19 Pandemic. 

  For the second time in the last two weeks, the General Secretariat of the Kuala Lumpur Forum 

gathered in a video conference on Thursday 16 Shaaban 1441 AH, corresponding to April 09, 2020. 

The meeting was held to adapt the program of the Forum to be fit with the confinement situation, 

as well as the newest global developments of the COVID-19 pandemic. At the occasion of the 100th 

day after announcing COVID-19 “a pandemic,” The General Secretariat released the following 

statement: 

For over a hundred days, the world has been struggling with an unprecedented crisis imposed by 

the Covid-19 pandemic, which placed half of the population in confinement. This pandemic has 

put the whole world in a state of fear and distress. A fear from a lethal invisible enemy, which 

crossed all boarders, and inflicted huge losses in the lives and incomes on humanity. This pandemic 

is another sign of the greatness of God, the Creator, the King, the dominant, dear and mighty. We 

ask him for forgiveness, mercy and kindness for us as Muslims and for all of mankind.  

This pandemic has revealed great facts that must be contemplated and reflected on. From these 

facts, we list the following: 

- The collapse of health systems in most countries - notably the rich and developed ones, and the 

shutdown of many companies, followed by massive layoffs, which caused many families to face 

poverty and destitution - indicate that development systems in the prevailing economic and social 

system were preoccupied with growth rates over human development and social and 

humanitarian services, which are the basis of the true development of mankind and the stability 

of the world. 

- The pandemic confirmed the weakness and failure of international and regional organizations, 

which have disappeared in the face of this global epidemic. they have not been able to provide 

solutions, nor have helped the poor countries. They could not even facilitate an international 

cooperation and solidarity against this unprecedented pandemic. This makes us believe that these 

organizations are living a structural and a conceptual crisis, which is becoming deep and 

permanent. 

- The Regional and Islamic organizations, particularly Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) and 

the Arab League, did not deviate from this state of incapacity and inaction. Those organizations 

have disappeared completely since the beginning of the pandemic, and did not do any effort nor 

mailto:secretary@kl-forum.org


2 
 

take any initiative to cooperate between their countries, to prevent and limit the spread of the 

pandemic among their people. In spite of the religious and moral values of Islam, which call for 

solidarity, relief, cooperation on righteousness and piety. These organizations chose not to act, 

despite all the available material and human capabilities they have to provide protection, 

examination, and treatment supplies. 

 

- The pandemic led to the rise of some practices, which unveil a moral and ethnical degradation in 

many countries. For instance, the reluctance to rescue other countries in need, the international 

piracy of medical equipment and food cargos, as well as sacrificing seniors over younger patients 

in the ICUs. 

- On the other hand, there have been significant examples of humanitarianism and solidarity.  For 

instance, the heroic roles of front-line workers such as doctors, nurses, health workers, in addition 

to the role of many civil society organizations and workers in the specialized governmental 

institutions in controlling the spread of the pandemic. 

- The emergence of a deep imbalance in the current international order based on power, conflict, 

coercion and singularity. As a result, the “Coronavirus” crisis separated nations rather than 

bringing them closer in order to confront this common danger together. This conflictual situation 

raised doubts amongst governments and societies about the source and reasons behind the 

massive spread of COVID-19.  

- The exposure of the significant imbalances of capitalism - which is based on individualism, 

selfishness, the domination of the powerful, the accumulation of material benefit and the 

concentration of wealth in the hands of a small minority at the expense of humankind and 

environment, without considering human values such as justice, cooperation, solidarity and 

human dignity - has created a bigger imbalance in the world and caused bigger damage to 

humankind. Damages such as poverty, illiteracy, wars, conflicts and disaccords, organized crime 

and terrorism, human trafficking, and drug dealing are more dangerous than Coronavirus itself 

 

In order to provide an urgent solution to this situation and preserve mankind from other crises in 

the future, the Forum calls on all countries, international and regional organizations and civil 

society organizations to: 

- Give priority to human beings while facing the crisis, especially in the deprived societies, and the 

vulnerable groups such as refugees, prisoners, seniors and sick people. 

- An urgent international cooperation must be put in place to upgrade health services at the level 

of prevention and early exploration and treatment during all the stages of the disease. Also, at the 

level of manufacturing and provision of health equipment, generalizing successful experiences in 

fighting Coronavirus; in addition to the research level to discover an efficient vaccine and 

treatment and provide the necessary budgets for that. 
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- Taking care of the economic impacts of confinement and social distancing measures, and the 

temporary and permanent closure of businesses, and providing the necessary living needs that 

guarantee humankind wellbeing and dignity. 

- Moving towards alternative economic systems that put humans and the environment first, and 

focus on sustainable development, and participatory policy in development, and prioritize social 

and solidarity dimensions in the economic process, rather than the policies of interest, selfishness, 

greed and conflicts over markets and resources. 

- Moving for deep reforms in the international order, and establishing a new, participatory, global 

system based on dialogue, transparency, cooperation, and true human values. Also, ensuring 

competition on the basis of profit for all (win-win), and building a new inclusive system, which 

includes every nation on fair rules, and with the effective participation of Arab and Muslim 

countries. 

- Protecting civilians from the effects of war, and criminalizing the use of weapons of mass 

destruction, such as nuclear, biological and chemical weapons, and protecting people from 

blockades and economic sanctions, especially during this crisis. Also, establishing an independent 

international commission to investigate the reason behind the origins and the spread of this virus. 

- The Organization of Islamic Cooperation and the Arab League must assume their responsibilities 

in preserving the Arab and Muslim nations from the health and economic impacts of the 

Coronavirus pandemic, especially the vulnerable societies. They also must bear responsibility 

toward the besieged Palestinian people, who are under occupation. 

- The Arab and Muslim nations should contemplate on this pandemic and its impact, and start 

building a new political, economic and civilizational reality that puts the Islamic nation in a better 

position among nations after Coronavirus. 

- The participating countries at the Kuala Lumpur Summit should take the initiative and give a 

successful model in unity and cooperation to fight the pandemic and be ready for what comes 

after, and be a role model for the other countries in the Islamic world. 

- Creating good conditions for freedoms is considered one of the most important reasons that helps 

in cooperation between people, and supporting the governmental efforts through networks of civil 

society organizations, which have enormous capabilities to contribute to fighting Coronavirus and 

its economic, psychological and social impacts. 

- The commitment of people everywhere to voluntary confinement and temporary social distancing, 

and to rigorously respect the safety and protection measures all the time, especially when they 

have to leave their place of confinement.  

 

 

Dr. Abderrazak Makri 

The Secretary General  


